
The Constitution of the State of Florida: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Sunshine State's
Governing Document
The Constitution of the State of Florida is the governing document of the
state of Florida. It was first adopted in 1885, and has been amended many
times since then, most recently in 1968. The Constitution establishes the
structure and powers of the state government, and protects the rights of its
citizens.

History of the Florida Constitution

The first Constitution of the State of Florida was adopted in 1885. It was a
relatively short document, consisting of only 11 articles. The Constitution
was amended several times in the early 20th century, but the most
significant changes came in 1968.
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The 1968 revision of the Constitution was a major overhaul of the
document. It expanded the Constitution to over 20 articles, and made
significant changes to the structure and powers of the state government.
The 1968 revision also included a number of new provisions protecting the
rights of citizens.

The Constitution has been amended many times since 1968, but the basic
structure and principles of the document have remained the same. The
Constitution is a living document that has evolved over time to meet the
changing needs of the state.

Structure of the Florida Constitution

The Constitution of the State of Florida is divided into 24 articles. Each
article covers a different topic, such as the structure of the state
government, the rights of citizens, and the taxation system.

The first article of the Constitution is the Declaration of Rights. This article
contains a list of the fundamental rights of all citizens of Florida. These
rights include the right to life, liberty, and property; the right to freedom of
speech, religion, and assembly; and the right to due process of law.

The second article of the Constitution establishes the structure of the state
government. This article creates the three branches of government: the
executive, the legislative, and the judicial. The executive branch is headed
by the governor, the legislative branch is composed of the Senate and the
House of Representatives, and the judicial branch is composed of the
Supreme Court, the district courts of appeal, and the circuit courts.



The remaining articles of the Constitution cover a wide range of topics,
including education, health care, transportation, and environmental
protection. The Constitution also includes a number of provisions that are
unique to Florida, such as the homestead exemption and the right to keep
and bear arms.

Amendments to the Florida Constitution

The Constitution of the State of Florida can be amended by a vote of the
people. Amendments can be proposed by the Legislature or by a citizen
initiative. If an amendment is approved by a majority of voters, it becomes
part of the Constitution.

The Constitution has been amended many times since its adoption in 1885.
Some of the most significant amendments include:

* The 1968 revision, which overhauled the structure and powers of the
state government. * The 1972 amendment, which created the homestead
exemption. * The 1980 amendment, which added the right to keep and
bear arms to the Constitution. * The 2002 amendment, which created the
Florida Forever program to protect the state's natural resources.

The Constitution of the State of Florida is a living document that has
evolved over time to meet the changing needs of the state. The
Constitution is the foundation of Florida's government, and it protects the
rights of all citizens of the state.

If you are interested in learning more about the Constitution of the State of
Florida, there are a number of resources available online. You can visit the
website of the Florida Legislature, the Florida Supreme Court, or the



Florida Department of State. You can also find information about the
Constitution in books and articles at your local library.
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