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Maya Angelou was an acclaimed poet, author, actress, and civil rights
activist. Her autobiography, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, is a
powerful and moving account of her childhood and early life. This
biography of Maya Angelou explores her life and work, and her impact on
the world.

Early Life

Maya Angelou was born Marguerite Annie Johnson on April 4, 1928, in St.
Louis, Missouri. Her parents divorced when she was three years old, and
she and her brother, Bailey, were sent to live with their grandmother in
Stamps, Arkansas. Angelou's grandmother was a strong and independent
woman who instilled in her a love of learning and a belief in herself.

Angelou's early life was marked by poverty and racism. She was sexually
abused by her stepfather when she was eight years old, and she was
raped by a neighborhood boy when she was nine. These experiences left
her with deep emotional scars, but she eventually found the strength to
overcome them.

Education and Career
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Angelou attended Arkansas State University for a year before dropping out
to pursue a career in entertainment. She worked as a waitress, a dancer,
and a singer before finally landing a role in the Broadway musical Porgy
and Bess in 1954.

Angelou's Broadway debut was a success, and she went on to star in
several other stage productions. She also began writing poetry and short
stories, and in 1969 she published her first autobiography, I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings.

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings was an immediate bestseller, and it
established Angelou as a major literary figure. She went on to publish
several more autobiographies, as well as novels, poems, and essays. Her
work has been translated into more than 20 languages, and she has
received numerous awards and honors, including the Pulitzer Prize and the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Civil Rights Activism

Angelou was a lifelong civil rights activist. She participated in the March on
Washington in 1963, and she worked with Martin Luther King, Jr. and other
leaders of the civil rights movement. Angelou's writing and speeches
helped to raise awareness of the plight of African Americans, and she
inspired countless people to fight for equality.

Legacy

Maya Angelou died on May 28, 2014, at the age of 86. She left behind a
legacy of hope, strength, and resilience. Her work continues to inspire and
empower people all over the world.



Maya Angelou was a true heroine and a shero. She overcame adversity to
become one of the most celebrated writers and activists of our time. Her
work has had a profound impact on the world, and her legacy will continue
to inspire generations to come.

Call to Action

If you are interested in learning more about Maya Angelou, I encourage you
to read her autobiographies and other works. You can also visit the Maya
Angelou Center for Health Equity at Wake Forest University.
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