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"Sunday School Crossing" is a heartwarming and thought-provoking novel
that explores the complexities of faith, friendship, and community in a small
town. Written by Dacia Arnold, this captivating story follows the journey of
two young women as they navigate the challenges of growing up and
finding their place in the world.



Setting and Characters

The novel is set in the fictional town of Willow Creek, a quaint community
steeped in tradition and a strong sense of religious belief. The story centers
around two main characters:
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Sarah Miller: A quiet and introspective 16-year-old who struggles with
the expectations of her devout family and her own evolving beliefs.

Emily Carter: A charismatic and popular girl who hides a secret pain
behind her outgoing facade.

Plot Summary

Sarah and Emily's paths intertwine when they are paired up as Sunday
school teachers for the younger children. As they work together, they
discover a shared bond beyond their initial differences. However, their
friendship is tested when a mysterious accident occurs, threatening to tear
the community apart.
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Emily is unjustly accused of being involved in the incident, and Sarah finds
herself torn between loyalty and the pursuit of truth. Together, they embark
on a journey to clear Emily's name and uncover the hidden secrets that lie
within Willow Creek.

Themes

"Sunday School Crossing" delves into several powerful themes that
resonate with readers of all ages:

The search for identity and purpose: Sarah and Emily grapple with
questions about who they are and what they want out of life.

The power of forgiveness: The novel explores the transformative
nature of forgiveness and its ability to heal wounds and bridge divides.

The importance of community: Willow Creek serves as a microcosm
of a larger world, where people's actions impact one another and
shape the collective experience.

The role of faith: Religion plays a significant role in the lives of the
characters, but it is not presented as a dogma but rather as a source of
both comfort and conflict.

Writing Style and Accessibility

Arnold's writing is characterized by its lyrical prose, evocative imagery, and
nuanced characterization. Despite its complex themes, the novel remains
highly accessible, appealing to a wide range of readers. The story flows
effortlessly, drawing readers into the lives of Sarah and Emily and the world
they inhabit.

Critical Reception



"Sunday School Crossing" has garnered critical acclaim for its insightful
exploration of faith, friendship, and community. Notable reviews include:

"A moving and thought-provoking novel that will resonate with readers
long after they finish the last page." - Publishers Weekly

"A powerful story about the complexities of growing up, the search for
identity, and the importance of forgiveness." - Booklist

"A beautifully written and deeply moving novel that will linger in your
heart." - Kirkus Reviews

"Sunday School Crossing" is a captivating and thought-provoking novel that
examines the complexities of faith, friendship, and community. With its
relatable characters, well-crafted plot, and insightful themes, this story will
resonate with readers of all ages. It is a must-read for anyone seeking a
heartwarming and transformative literary experience.
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