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Princess Ida, or, Castle Adamant is a feminist utopian novel by W. S.
Gilbert. It was first published in 1881 and tells the story of a princess who
founds a women-only university. The novel is a witty and satirical look at
gender roles and the education of women.

Plot

The novel opens with Prince Hilarion and his friends Cyril and Florian
wandering through the forest. They come across a beautiful castle and
decide to explore it. Inside, they find a group of women led by Princess Ida.
Ida tells the men that she has founded a women-only university called
Castle Adamant. She explains that she believes that women are just as
capable as men and that they should have the same opportunities for
education.
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The men are impressed by Ida's intelligence and determination. They agree
to stay at Castle Adamant and help Ida with her work. However, they soon
find that they are not welcome by all of the women at the university. Some
of the women believe that men are inferior and that they should not be
allowed at Castle Adamant.

Ida is torn between her desire to create a utopia for women and her love for
Hilarion. She eventually decides that she cannot give up her dream of a
women-only university. Hilarion is heartbroken, but he accepts Ida's
decision.

Characters

Princess Ida is a strong and independent woman. She is intelligent,
determined, and passionate about her beliefs. She is also a skilled warrior
and a talented musician.

Prince Hilarion is a charming and handsome prince. He is also intelligent
and kind. He falls in love with Ida and is willing to give up his life for her.

Cyril is a cynical and sarcastic poet. He is not a believer in women's rights,
but he is attracted to Ida's intelligence and spirit.

Florian is a gentle and kind-hearted musician. He is a close friend of
Hilarion and Cyril.

Themes

Princess Ida, or, Castle Adamant explores a number of themes, including:



Gender roles: The novel challenges traditional gender roles and
argues that women are just as capable as men.

Education of women: The novel argues that women should have the
same opportunities for education as men.

Utopia: The novel explores the idea of a utopian society. Ida's dream
of a women-only university is a utopian vision of a world where women
are free from the constraints of patriarchy.

Reception

Princess Ida, or, Castle Adamant was a popular and controversial novel
when it was first published. It was praised by some for its wit and satire, but
it was also criticized by others for its feminist message. The novel has
remained popular over the years and is still read and enjoyed by many
today.

Why You Should Read Princess Ida, or, Castle Adamant

Princess Ida, or, Castle Adamant is a classic work of feminist literature. It is
a witty and satirical look at gender roles and the education of women. The
novel is also a well-written and engaging story that will appeal to a wide
range of readers.

If you are interested in feminist literature, utopian novels, or simply well-
written stories, then I highly recommend reading Princess Ida, or, Castle
Adamant.

You can find Princess Ida, or, Castle Adamant at your local library or
bookstore. You can also find the novel online at Our Book Library, Barnes &
Noble, and other online retailers.
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