
Douglas Haig: Defeat Into Victory - A Masterful
Examination of a Great WWI Commander
Douglas Haig: Defeat Into Victory is an in-depth exploration of the life and
leadership of one of the most influential British military commanders during
World War I. Haig was a controversial figure, both during the war and after,
but his leadership played a key role in the eventual Allied victory.
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The book is written by John Terraine, a renowned military historian who has
written extensively about World War I. Terraine provides a balanced and
objective assessment of Haig, examining his strengths and weaknesses as
a commander. He also provides a detailed account of Haig's campaigns
during the war, from the early defeats at the Somme to the final victory at
Passchendaele.
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Throughout the book, Terraine argues that Haig was a flawed but ultimately
successful commander. He was a stubborn and determined leader who
refused to give up, even in the face of overwhelming odds. He also had a
keen eye for detail and a deep understanding of the complexities of modern
warfare.

Terraines's book is a valuable resource for anyone interested in World War
I or military history. It is a well-written and informative account of one of the
most important figures in the war.

Haig's Early Life and Career

Douglas Haig was born in 1861 into a wealthy Scottish family. He was
educated at Eton College and Sandhurst, and joined the British Army in
1885. Haig served in India and Egypt before being deployed to France in
1914.

Haig quickly rose through the ranks during the early days of the war. He
was promoted to brigadier general in 1915 and to lieutenant general in
1916. In December 1915, he was appointed commander of the British
Expeditionary Force (BEF).

Haig's Leadership during World War I

Haig's leadership of the BEF was controversial. He was a strong advocate
of the offensive, and he believed that the British Army could break through
the German lines and win a decisive victory. However, Haig's offensives
were often costly failures, and they resulted in heavy losses for the BEF.

Despite the failures, Haig remained convinced that the offensive was the
only way to win the war. He continued to launch attacks throughout 1917



and 1918. Finally, in the summer of 1918, the BEF broke through the
German lines at the Battle of Amiens. This victory marked the beginning of
the end for the German Army, and Haig's reputation was finally restored.

Haig's Legacy

Douglas Haig remains a controversial figure in British history. Some
historians argue that he was a brilliant commander who led the BEF to
victory in World War I. Others argue that he was a stubborn and
incompetent leader who wasted the lives of thousands of British soldiers.

Regardless of one's opinion of Haig, there is no doubt that he was one of
the most important figures in World War I. His leadership played a key role
in the eventual Allied victory.

Douglas Haig: Defeat Into Victory is a valuable resource for anyone
interested in World War I or military history. It is a well-written and
informative account of one of the most important figures in the war.

If you are interested in learning more about Douglas Haig and his
leadership during World War I, I highly recommend reading this book.

Click here to Free Download Douglas Haig: Defeat Into Victory
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