
China's Role in African Peacekeeping:
Decision-Making in the Hu Jintao Era
China's involvement in African peacekeeping operations has grown
significantly in recent years. In 2007, China deployed its first peacekeeping
force to Liberia, and since then, it has contributed troops and police to a
number of other missions on the continent, including those in Darfur, South
Sudan, and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

China's growing involvement in African peacekeeping is part of a broader
shift in its foreign policy. In recent years, China has become more active in
international affairs, and it is increasingly seen as a major player in global
security. Its involvement in African peacekeeping is a reflection of this new
role, and it is likely to continue to grow in the years to come.
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This article examines the factors that have influenced China's decision-
making on African peacekeeping in the Hu Jintao era. It argues that China's
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decisions have been shaped by a number of factors, including its own
domestic interests, the evolving security landscape in Africa, and the
expectations of the international community.

China's Domestic Interests

One of the most important factors that has influenced China's decision-
making on African peacekeeping is its own domestic interests. China is a
major economic power, and it has a strong interest in securing access to
natural resources and markets in Africa. Peacekeeping operations can help
to create a more stable and secure environment for Chinese businesses
operating in Africa, and they can also help to build goodwill among African
governments and peoples.

In addition to its economic interests, China also has a strong interest in
maintaining its international reputation. China is a permanent member of
the United Nations Security Council, and it is increasingly seen as a major
player in global security. Its involvement in African peacekeeping
operations helps to burnish its image as a responsible and cooperative
member of the international community.

The Evolving Security Landscape in Africa

The evolving security landscape in Africa has also influenced China's
decision-making on peacekeeping. In recent years, Africa has been
plagued by a number of conflicts, including civil wars, ethnic violence, and
terrorism. These conflicts have created a great deal of instability and
suffering, and they have also posed a threat to international peace and
security.



China is concerned about the security challenges in Africa, and it believes
that peacekeeping operations can play a role in helping to address them.
Peacekeeping operations can help to protect civilians, facilitate peace
negotiations, and provide humanitarian assistance. They can also help to
build the capacity of African states to maintain peace and security on their
own.

The Expectations of the International Community

The expectations of the international community have also influenced
China's decision-making on African peacekeeping. The international
community has increasingly looked to China to play a more active role in
global security, and it has encouraged China to contribute to peacekeeping
operations in Africa.

China is aware of the expectations of the international community, and it
has responded by increasing its involvement in African peacekeeping.
China has deployed troops and police to a number of missions on the
continent, and it has also provided financial and logistical support to other
peacekeeping operations.

China's involvement in African peacekeeping has grown significantly in
recent years. This growth is part of a broader shift in China's foreign policy,
and it is likely to continue in the years to come.

China's decisions on African peacekeeping have been shaped by a number
of factors, including its own domestic interests, the evolving security
landscape in Africa, and the expectations of the international community.
China is a major economic power with a strong interest in securing access
to natural resources and markets in Africa. It is also a permanent member



of the United Nations Security Council and increasingly seen as a major
player in global security.

The evolving security landscape in Africa has also influenced China's
decision-making on peacekeeping. Africa has been plagued by a number of
conflicts in recent years, and China is concerned about the security
challenges in the region. It believes that peacekeeping operations can play
a role in helping to address these challenges.

The expectations of the international community have also influenced
China's decision-making on African peacekeeping. The international
community has increasingly looked to China to play a more active role in
global security, and it has encouraged China to contribute to peacekeeping
operations in Africa.

China is aware of the expectations of the international community, and it
has responded by increasing its involvement in African peacekeeping.
China has deployed troops and police to a number of missions on the
continent, and it has also provided financial and logistical support to other
peacekeeping operations.

China's growing involvement in African peacekeeping is a reflection of its
new role as a major player in global security. China is a major economic
power with a strong interest in Africa, and it is also a permanent member of
the United Nations Security Council. China's involvement in African
peacekeeping is likely to continue to grow in the years to come.
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